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Who We Are 

 Flying Horse Farms is a nonprofit organization committed to creating a fun, safe, 

and supportive camp experience for children with serious illnesses, as well as 

providing support services and retreats for the entire family. 

 Flying Horse Farms was inspired by and is modeled after Hole in the Wall Camps 

(www.holeinthewallcamps.org) for children with life-threatening illnesses. Hole in 

the Wall Camps are the dream of actor Paul Newman who started the first camp 

in 1988 and has been the driving force ever since. All Hole in the Wall facilities 

are designed to provide a traditional camp experience with activities structured to 

allow campers to experience success, no matter what their disease or disability. 

This non-stop fun and freedom occurs under state-of-the-art, but unobtrusive, 24-

hour medical supervision. 

 Flying Horse Farms is currently working with the Association of Hole in the Wall 

Camps to become the first Hole in the Wall Camp in the Midwest.   

 Flying Horse Farms is scheduled to open in 2009. 

 The camp is situated on 167 acres of gently rolling hills, five lakes, woods, trails, 

meadows, and wetlands near Mount Gilead, Ohio. 

 Local philanthropists donated the land for the camp, as well as seed money to 

start Flying Horse Farms. Flying Horse Farms is an Ohio nonprofit corporation 

currently headquartered in Columbus, Ohio. 

 Schmidt Copeland Parker Stevens, a camp design firm, designed the plans for  

the camp facilities. The camp will have a Midwestern farm theme. 

 Hospitals across Ohio have expressed the need for a camp facility that can 

provide fully accessible accommodations, amenities, and care for seriously ill 

children who would otherwise be unable to attend camp. 

 Flying Horse Farms will be run by seasoned professionals and staffed by full-time 

and volunteer counselors, nurses, physicians, and other staff support. 

 

Who We Serve 

 Flying Horse Farms will serve children from Ohio and surrounding states, who 

have cancer, sickle cell disease, heart disease, hemophilia and related blood 

disorders, and other serious illnesses. 

 Summer programs will serve 120 kids per week during 8 to 10 weeklong  

sessions. There will be multiple retreats during the fall, winter and spring.  There 

will also be family camps for 150 children and families. Up to 2,500 children and 

families will be served per year. 

 There will be no cost to the children or their families. 
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What We Do 

 We provide a traditional camp experience with activities such as swimming, 

boating, fishing, horseback riding, archery, nature investigation, ropes course, 

arts and crafts, music and drama, and farm introduction.  

 We design camp programs to give all campers a chance to participate and feel a 

sense of pride, accomplishment, and freedom, such as allowing children in 

wheelchairs to participate on the high ropes course. 

 We provide a heated swimming pool and warming hut for children with sickle cell 

anemia, who are particularly vulnerable to changes in body temperature. 

 We offer a respite of fun for critically ill children and their families that gives them 

hope and laughter. 

 We provide a supportive environment where campers can relate to one another 

and not have to worry about loss of hair, loss of a limb, feeding ports, or taking 

required medications. 

 We build self-esteem in children by focusing on what they can accomplish, not on 

their limitations due to illness. 

 We create a special place in the Midwest for seriously ill children to relax and just 

be kids again. 

 

Medical Component 

 What sets Flying Horse Farms apart from other camps is the on-site, state-of-the-

art medical facility that will be staffed by nurses and doctors from area hospitals. 

The facility will be able to handle all the needs for the disease groups being 

served, such as chemotherapy treatments, daily infusions, and distribution of 

medications. 

 Because of the medical facility on site, Flying Horse Farms will be able to serve 

children that otherwise would be unable to attend a camp. 

 The medical facility will be unobtrusive to campers and be as welcoming as 

possible. 

 All medications and treatments will be distributed to the children in the activity 

areas so they do not have to miss any of the fun. 

 

Supporting Hospitals 

 Akron Children’s Hospital 

 Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 Columbus Children’s Hospital 

 Mercy Children’s Hospital 

 Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital 

 The Children’s Hospital at The Cleveland Clinic 

 The Children’s Medical Center of Dayton 

 Tod’s Children Hospital 

 Toledo Children’s Hospital 


